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manoeuvres. The troops showed at their best in the varied
country between Karlsruhe and Ettlingen, the Cavalry Brigade
commanded by Colonel Edler von der Planitz (later Inspector-
General of Cavalry) especially distinguishing itself by resolute
"attack. On the heights of Ettlingen, on 16th September, the
last day of the manoeuvres, I received an order in council from
the Emperor nominating me to the command of the Regiment
of Hussar-Guards, and promoting me to the rank of Colonel.
The first to offer his congratulations was Planitz.

On the occasion of my reporting myself in person at the
Castle of Karlsruhe my grandfather informed me that gambling
was general among the Horse Guards, and that the Hussar-
Guards were said also to take part in it. I should have
to combat it with all my strength, and he made me
responsible for freeing my officers from this burden and for
leading them back to the sound simplicity of Old Prussia.

I accompanied my grandfather to the Imperial manoeuvres
of the 13th Army Corps at Stuttgart. His Chief of General
Staff was General von Schachtmeyer, who had transmitted
to his Corps a large amount of the skill in turning every inch of
shelter to account, inherent in an ardent deerstalker. He
never used large columns, and company columns were so
cleverly hidden under cover that they were practically
invisible. In short the Corps was drilled after all the most
modern rules of warfare ; it was the first 1 saw fight according
to these rules. Of course the eye of the lay spectator missed the
imposing pictures of massed infantry, and I heard most dis-
approving comments passed on the manoeuvres by personages
standing round my grandfather. What was the consternation
of these gentlemen to hear my grandfather in his criticism
mention von Schachtmeyer's Corps as the best-prepared for
war and as a pattern for the whole army. These words show
that my grandfather thoroughly understood how to march with
the times, and that Berlin's dictum, " no one dare allow His

Majesty to see anything like that/' was not true to fact,
*          *          *

On my return to Potsdam I reported myself to General von
Pape, General Officer Commanding, as Colonel Commandant